
8th Grade Summer Reading List: 2019 - 2020 

 

Solo  - Kwame Alexander 

Ages 12+ (written entirely in poetry form) 

Blade never asked for a life of the rich and famous. In fact, he’d give anything not to be the son of Rutherford Morrison, a 

washed-up rock star and drug addict with delusions of a comeback. Or to no longer be part of a family known most for lost 

potential, failure, and tragedy. The one true light is his girlfriend, Chapel, but her parents have forbidden their relationship, 

assuming—like many—that Blade will become just like his father. In reality, the only thing Blade has in common with 

Rutherford is the music that lives inside them. But not even the songs that flow through Blade’s soul are enough when 

he’s faced with two unimaginable realities: the threat of losing Chapel forever, and the revelation of a long-held family 

secret, one that leaves him questioning everything he thought was true. All that remains is a letter and a ticket to Ghana—

both of which could bring Blade the freedom and love he’s been searching for, or leave him feeling even more adrift.  

 

A School for Unusual Girls – Kathleen Baldwin 

Ages 13+ 

It’s 1814, and Georgiana is an embarrassment to her family. Uninterested in the finer arts, she prefers experimenting with 

chemicals, trying to perfect a formula for invisible ink. Burning down her father’s stables is the final straw; she is sent to 

Stranje House, a boarding school that bills itself as a place to reform “unusual” girls. Here students perfect their special 

talents, along with a general curriculum that includes shooting guns, throwing knives, and escaping imprisonment. But 

Georgie’s invisible ink holds a special attraction for those tasked with shepherding King Louis XVIII’s return to the French 

throne. 

 

The War that Saved my Life – Kimberly Brubaker Bradley  

Ages 9+ 

Ten-year-old Ada, abused by her cruel, ignorant mom due to an unrepaired clubfoot, has never been outside her squalid 

London flat. With WWII imminent, her brother, Jamie, is evacuated to the countryside, and Ada determines to go with him. 

The emotional content feels completely true, especially in recognition of how far Ada's journey will be to both physical and 

mental health. 

 

Rook – Sharon Cameron  

Ages 12+ 

Cameron’s future world is built on the notion of a polar shift destroying large segments of the earth while completely 

annihilating access to digital and electronic capabilities. Revolution finds enemies of the state falling to the Razor. Bold 

rebel Red Rook has been helping prisoners escape beheading, leaving a red-tipped rook feather in the empty cell. The 

Red Rook is in fact young Sophia, a fiercely intelligent and principled young woman about to enter an arranged marriage 

to save her family from financial ruin. Her fiancé, Rene, is likewise not the shallow ladies’ man he appears to be but an 

equally clever, principled young man trying to save his imprisoned mother from the Razor. 

 

Cinder – Marissa Meyer 

Ages 12+ 

Cinder, a gifted mechanic, is a cyborg. She's a second-class citizen with a mysterious past, reviled by her stepmother and 

blamed for her stepsister's illness. But when her life becomes intertwined with the handsome Prince Kai's, she suddenly 

finds herself at the center of an intergalactic struggle, and a forbidden attraction. Caught between duty and freedom, 

loyalty and betrayal, she must uncover secrets about her past in order to protect her world's future. With high-stakes 

action and a smart, resourceful heroine, Cinder is a Cinderella retelling that is at once classic and strikingly original. 

 

Jackaby – William Ritter 

Ages 12+  

In 1892 New Fiddleham, America, newly arrived young Englishwoman Abigail Rook crosses paths with the remarkable 

Mr. R. F. Jackaby. Jackaby is a detective, but his perceptive observations are of the paranormal variety, and Abigail 

jumps at the chance to work for him. Ritter's debut is a riveting mash-up of mystery and folklore, with vivid details and 

striking turns of phrase. 

 

The Blackthorn Key – Kevin Sands  
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Ages 10+ 

For most orphans in seventeenth-century London, life is cruel and short. Christopher Rowe is one of the lucky few: 

chosen for an apprenticeship to a kind and brilliant apothecary, Benedict Blackthorn, Christopher is happily learning to 

solve complex intellectual puzzles and concoct everything from healing potions to gunpowder. But this idyll is not destined 

to last—someone is murdering the apothecaries of London. On Christopher’s fourteenth birthday, Blackthorn is killed, the 

shop ransacked, and suspicion falls on the young apprentice. Beleaguered and on the run, his only assistance the help of 

his friend Tom, Christopher must follow his master’s last instructions, written as a series of puzzles, to uncover the secret 

superweapon sought by his master’s murderers—and then decide what to do with it. 

 

The Hired Girl – Laura Amy Schlitz  

Ages 12+ 

Fourteen-year-old Joan Skraggs is a reluctant drudge on her family's farm, and no one appreciates her. She pours her 

thoughts and emotions into her diary, which is the lens through which readers experience her life. And life on her family's 

1911 hardscrabble Pennsylvania farm grinds on endlessly. She loves to read and longs for more education, but is trapped 

by her circumstances. Her boorish father pushes Joan too far the day he burns her best friends-her books. Soon 

afterward, she escapes and makes her way to Baltimore. She is taken in by a wealthy Jewish family as a hired girl. They 

are like no family she has ever met; their affection, religion, and education bind them into a warm unit totally foreign to 

Joan. 

 

Uglies – Scott Westerfield 

Ages 11+  

Tally is faced with a difficult choice when her new friend Shay decides to risk life on the outside rather than submit to the 

forced operation that turns sixteen year old girls into gorgeous beauties, and realizes that there is a whole new side to the 

pretty world that she doesn't like. 

 

 


